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© Method for preventing diabetic complications employing a cholesterol lowering drug alone or in 
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© A method is provided for preventing diabetes 
and preventing complications resulting from diabetes 
by administering to a diabetic patient a cholesterol 
lowering drug, such as pravastatin, alone or in com- 
bination with an ACE inhibitor, such as captopril, 
zofenopril, ceronapril. fostnopril, enalapril or lisinopril. 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



Th« Smmtch Drvtsion coruidar* tfw to pr*»«nt European p«Mnt a«pica?»n dow not compTy r« requirement of unity of 
id retain t> aawar invanftona or poupa of invarttioni. 



The problem the application tries to solve is to prevent 
diabetes or to prevent or reduce the risk of complications 
resulting from diabetes. — 

The proposed solution is to use cholesterol lowering 
drugs. 

Documents nos. 1 and 2 cited in the Search Report 
describe the use of cholesterol lowering drugs for the 
wanted effect. 

Therefor the general idea of using cholesterol lowering 

drug for preventing diabetes or diabetic complications 

is not new and in view of the state of the art the 

problem has to be redefined as finding further 

lipid lowering drugs for preventing diabetes or preventing 

or reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes. 

The proposed compounds are structurally and concerning 
their mode of action not so related as to form a single 
inventive concept. 

There is NON-UNITY A POSTERIORI 



1. Claims 1,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

2-4,6-8,11,16,18,20,22,24,25,27,28,30,31 (completely) 
Use of a HMG CoA reductase inhibitor alone or in 
combination with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 
medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risk of complications resulting from 
diabetes 

2. Claims 1,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

5 (completely) 

Use of a squalene synthetase inhibitor alone or in 
combination with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 
medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes 
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tnv«oDoo «r*j ralaiM id aavwaf knvanoona or group* of uMnWM. 

namarfy: 



3. Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

9 (completely) *— 

Use of a fibric acid derivative (gemfibrozil, 
fenof ibrate, clofibrate, bezaf ibrate, ciprof ibrate , 
clinof ibrate) alone or in combination with an ACE inhibitor 
for manufacturing a medicament for preventing diabetes 
or preventing or reducing the risk of complications 
resulting from diabetes 

4. Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

Use of probucol alone or in combination 
with an "ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 
medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes 

5. Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

Use of dextrothyroxine and its sodium salt alone 
or in combination with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 
medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes 

6. Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

Use of Bile acid sequestrants (cholestyramine, 

colestipol) alone or in combination 

with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 

medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 

reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes 

7. Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

Use of nicotinic acid alone or in combination 
with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 
medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes 

8. Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

Use of neomycin alone or in combination 
with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 
medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risk of complications resulting from diabetes 

9- Claims 1,10,12-15,17,19,21,23,26,29 (partially) 

Use of salicylic acid derivatives (p-amino-salicylic 
acid, acetylsalicylic acid) alone or in combination 
with an ACE inhibitor for manufacturing a 



European Patent 
Office 



EP 91 11 7658 -3- 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 
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medicament for preventing diabetes or preventing or 
reducing the risX of complications resulting from diabetes 
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A compound cannot be defined by its activity (e.g. cholesterol 
lowering, HMG CoA reductase inhibiting, ACE-inhibiting etc.) 

This characterization as well as descriptions of substances 
as analogs or derivatives of other compounds and the 
use of huge Maxkush formulas does not make clear which 
substances are meant. 

The search therefor had to be restricted to the compounds 
which are explicitly mentioned in the claims and the — 
general inventive idea. 

Please note that this restriction is also valid for 
possible further search for the subjects not searched 
now because of non-unity. (see sheet B). 
(Art. 84 EPC) 
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